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Chronology of Cambodian history:  
Pre-Angkorian period, ca. 6th–8th cent.  
Angkorian period, 9th–ca. 15 cent.  
Middle (Post-Angkorian) period, ca. 15th–19th cent.  
French colonial period, 1863–1953  
Kingdom of Cambodia, 1953–1970   
Khmer Republic, 1970–1975  
Democratic Kampuchea, 1975–1979   
People’s Republic of Kampuchea, 1979–1989  
State of Cambodia, 1989–1993  
United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC), 1992–1993  (Second) 
Kingdom of Cambodia, 1993–present   
  
Selected key terms and names:  

• abhiṣeka - anointing, consecrating, inaugurating by a sprinkling of water; bathing of a 
divine image  

• arcā - image, object of worship  
• boramei - spirit guardian  
• deva / devatā - deity  
• liṅga (“sign, marker, symbol, or emblem”) - form/representation most commonly of the 

Hindu god Shiva as a pillar or cosmic axis, sometimes phallic in appearance  
• mūrti - incarnation, manifestation, embodiment of divinity  
• neak tā - ancestral tutelary spirit/deity; genies of territories and rural communities  
• pratimā - statue, image, icon, figure, reflection, likeness   
• pratiṣṭhā - ceremonies for installation and consecration of images  
• rūpa - form, shape, representation, image, figure  
• unmīlita - eye-opening ceremony in the consecration of images  
• yaśaḥśarīra - “body in the form of fame” or “body of glory”  

  
Selected names of kings of Angkor:  

• Yashovarman I, r. 889–ca. 915  
• Jayavarman IV, r. ca. 928–ca. 941  
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• Rajendravarman, r. ca. 944–968  
• Suryavarman II, r. ca. 1113–1149  
• Jayavarman VII, r. ca. 1182/3–1218 CE  

 
Other noteworthy individuals:  

• Norodom I, king of Cambodia (r. 1860–1904)  
• Mongkut / Rama IV, king of Siam (Thailand) (r. 1851–1868)  
• Henri Mouhot (1826–1861), naturalist, explorer  
• Louis Delaporte (1842-1925), explorer, artist, author  
• André Malraux (1901–1976) and Clara Malraux (1897–1982), art thieves (etc.)  
• George Groslier (1887–1945), curator, painter, author, historian  
• Henri Marchal (1876–1970), architect, Curator of Angkor  
• Norodom Sihanouk (1922–2012), king and prime minister of Cambodia  
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