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Glossary & Object List

I. What is the Buddhist wheel of rebirth?
Wheel of Rebirth, cotton painting, 19" ¢., Tibet, #65356, Rubin Museum of Art
samsara: “flowing together with” or “undergoing transmigration”
karman/karma: action; all deeds have results
nirvana: extinction, extinguishing
Great Demon of Impermanence
Yama (literally: twin), king of underworld
3 poisons: greed (rooster), hatred (snake), delusion (pig)
6 paths: gods (in heaven), demi-gods (asuras), humans, animals, hungry ghosts, hell beings
Mount Sumeru: largest mountain, located at center of world
cycle of dependent origination (pratitya samutpada)

II. Variations
The Buddhist Wheel of Existence, 19" c., #2001.49, AAM
Wheel of Rebirth mural, Yulin Cave K% 19, Gansu, early 10" c.
Flower Ornament Sitra X7 EHEHEG4K, 14" ¢., Horim Museum
Wheel of rebirth relief carving, Dabaodingshan KX Z [HLLI, Dazu A&, Chongging, ca. 1250
Ten Realms of Mind Contemplation, ¥l.,0>+ 77 7L [&El , by Hinokimae Hisei f&Fj2Z5% (1669),
British Museum

II. Context
délok (‘das log, Tib.): one who has returned from the dead
Francoise Pommaret, Les revenants de [’au-dela dans le monde tibétain (1989)
Phra Malai (Thai; Skt.: Maudgalyayana): name of Sakyamuni Buddha’s disciple
Manuscript with scenes from the story of the holy monk Phra Malai, 1844. #1993.10. AAM
Wheel of Rebirth, Phuntsokling Monastery, Tibet A.R, 2007
Wheel of Rebirth and Circle of Mountains (cakravala), Pal Karma Surmang Shedrup monastery,
Sikkim

IV.  Modern Wheels
The Life of Jesus Christ, Elaine M. Robson (b. ca. 1941; Ph.D. Bristol University, 2014)
Americosmos: A Mandala of the Unenlightened States of Affliction, Darren Drda
D.T. Suzuki (1870-1966)
Tenzin Gyatso, Dalai Lama XIV (b. 1935)



Further Reading

Batchelor, Stephen. Buddhism Without Beliefs: A Contemporary Guide to Awakening. New York:
Riverhead, 1998.

Brashier, K. E. “Taizong's Hell: A Study Collection of Chinese Hell Scrolls: www.hellscrolls.org.

Brereton, Bonnie Pacala. Thai Tellings of Phra Malai: Texts and Rituals concerning a Popular
Buddhist Saint. Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University, Program for Southeast Asian
Studies, 1995.

Campany, Robert F. Signs from the Unseen Realm: Buddhist Miracle Tales from Early
MedievalChina. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2012.

Cuevas, Bryan J. Travels in the Netherworld: Buddhist Popular Narratives of Death and the
Afterlife in Tibet. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007.

Drda, Darren. Americosmos: A Mandala of the Unenlightened States of Affliction. Mandala:
https://realitysandwich.com/americosmos_mandala_unenlightened states_affliction/.
Lecture: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0i1YtXCKTXM, start at 8:06.

Himalayan Art Resources. Wheel of Life Main Page.
https://www.himalayanart.org/search/set.cfm?setID=218

Huntington, Eric. Creating the Universe: Depictions of the Cosmos in Himalayan Buddhism.
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2018.

*Huntington, Eric. “A Visual Explanation of Buddhist Cosmology.”
https://projecthimalayanart.rubinmuseum.org/essays/wheel-of-existence/

Jackson, Roger R. Rebirth: A Guide to Mind, Karma and Cosmos in the Buddhist World.
Boulder: Shambhala, 2022.

Pakhoutova, Elena. “Death Is Not the End,” online audio-visual tour of past exhibition at the
Rubin Museum, https://rubinmuseum.org/mediacenter/death-is-not-the-end/.

Pommaret, Frangoise. “Returning from Hell.” In Religions of Tibet in Practice, edited by Donald
S. Lopez, Jr., 499-510. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997.

Proser, Adriana, ed. Comparative Hell: Arts of Asian Underworlds. New York: Asia Society,
2022.

Robson, Elaine M. Thanka: The Life of Christ. https://www.tibetanresearch.org/thanka-the-life-
of-christ/.

Rotman, Andy. Hungry Ghosts. Somerville, MA: Wisdom Publications, 2021.

Soh, Chuah Meng Esmond. 2020. “Prayers, Protocols and Pandemics, Part 1: Do My Ancestors
Need Masks? The Impact of Coronavirus on the Seventh Lunar Month Festivities in
Singapore.” CoronAsur: Religion and COVID-19, September 10, 2020.
https://ari.nus.edu.sg/20331-46/.

Teiser, Stephen F. Reinventing the Wheel: Paintings of Rebirth in Medieval Buddhist Temples.
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2006.




