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This presentation offers an in-depth examination of A Gathering of Military Officials
(object number: 2005.74), the earliest dated Korean painting in the collection of the
Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. The painting vividly captures the moment and
scenery of late 16th-century Korea. Classified under the genre of Gyehoedo (paintings
of gatherings) within the broader category of documentary paintings, this hanging scroll
depicts a specific event—the gathering of retired royal guards—at a distinct location,
Mount Yaksan in Yeongbyeon (a city in present-day North Korea).

Through comparisons with ancient maps and photographs, we will virtually travel back
to late 16th-century Mount Yaksan in Yeongbyeon. This painting is highly significant in
Korean art history, as it is the only surviving artwork illustrating the city of Yeongbyeon.
Moreover, its style and approach toward representing the actual scenery are considered
a precursor to the true-view landscape paintings of the 18th century, which depicted
notable and scenic sites across Korea.

Important Terms and Names

CHO Yeongseok Z= & A48 45/ (1686 - 1761); a poet, calligrapher, and painter

Dokseodang =A1S Hall of Worthies; located in Seoul

Five representative scripts in East Asian calligraphy; seal, clerical, regular/standard,
semi-cursive, and cursive scripts

Gyehoedo A 2| = 22 &[&]; a painting depicting a gathering of literati

Mount Inwang @2t 1~ F |1]; a mountain in central Seoul
g

%I';

JEONG Seon ¥ &f# (1676-1759; pen name: Gyeomjae 2 X
painter during the Joseon dynasty

); an eminent

JEONG Yugil 83 Z &= (1515 -1588, pen name: Imdang & & #3&); a scholar

officer, who wrote the colophon on the painting, “A Gathering of Military Officials” (object
number: 2005.74)



Jingyeong sansu £ 44t B & |LJK; true-view landscape or true-scenery landscape;
alternative word of Silgyeong sansu

Joseon dynasty =41 A|CH BR&EEF(L (1392-1897)
KANG Hui'eon 23| ZEREZ (1738 — 17847?); painter
KANG Sehwang ZAM|& &1 5%(1713 — 1791); painter, collector, scholar-official

King Seonjeo M Z& Eif (1552 -1608; reigned 1567-1608); the 14th king of the Joseon
dynasty

KIM Sowol Z2& (1902-1934); a poet

Nong’eun-dang &=% JBFEE; Neong'eun Villa, whose owner is not identified; in Seoul,
but the exact location is not known either.

Pyeongyang or Pyongyang & ZF4#; the capital of today's North Korea

Seonjeongwan 1™ 2 S{&E; a royal guard and King’s messenger during the Joseon
dynasty

Seonjeon-ryowu-jaehoe-gwanseo-do MM 2R M2 HAN = EEREBESEAEE,
“Painting of the Reunion of Seonjeon Colleagues in Gwanseo”; title of AAM'’s painting,
“A Gathering of Military Officials” (object number: 2005.74)

Silgyeong sansu & 4 4= B & |117K; real-view landscape, alternative word of Jingyeong
sansu

Yaksan 2F4t Z|1|; a mountain in Yeongbyeon city

Yeongbyeon or Yongbyon (or Nyongbyon in North Korean pronunciation) & & 2;g;
a city in present-day North Korea

Yl Heunghyo 0|82 ZF## (1537-1593)



N

Yujogondon 3 == FIKEZK; an ancient cyclical term for the year of Byeongja & AHA
RTFEF

Yukgang-hyun &Z2 S[IR; Yukgang Hill in Seoul; alternative name of Yukgak Hill
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Korean art exhibitions in the United States in Fall 2024 — Summer 2025

Lineages: Korean Art at The Met
November 6, 2023 — October 20, 2024; Metropolitan Museum of Art
https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/lineages-korean-art

Perfectly Imperfect: Korean Buncheong Ceramics

December 3, 2023 — December 6, 2024; Denver Art Museum
https://www.denverartmuseum.org/en/exhibitions/perfectly-imperfect
Digital catalog: https://buncheong.denartmus.org/

Korean Couture: Generations of Revolution
April 28 - October 13, 2024; Cleveland Museum of Art
https://www.clevelandart.org/exhibitions/korean-couture-generations-revolution




Meot: Korean Art from the Frank Bayley Collection
August 28, 2024 - March 2, 2025; Seattle Asian Art Museum
https://www.seattleartmuseum.org/whats-on/exhibitions/meot

Hallyu! The Korean Wave
Sep 27, 2024 — Jan 6, 2025; Asian Art Museum of San Francisco

Suki Seokyeong Kang solo exhibition (title to be determined)
February- May 2025; Museum of Contemporary Art, Denver

Lunar Phases: Korean Moon Jars
March 2 — June 8, 2025; Denver Art Museum



